Student Placement in Community Health

Case Study: Monash University Community Partnerships Program (CPP)
The Monash University Community Partnerships Program aims to provide students completing the Monash University Bachelor of Medicine/Bachelor of Surgery degree, with the opportunity to develop a professional perspective of the issues associated with equity and justices as they relate to the practice of medicine.  The program commenced in 2003 and has evolved since that time.  Placements completed as part of this program are not a clinical placement, but rather community development projects where students are supervised by non-medical staff.

The aims of the project are achieved through students undertaking a 13-week, one day per week, community placement during the second year of the course.  Each placement is designed to support students to develop:

· An understanding of social and public policy and how it impacts on peoples lives

· Knowledge of the welfare system and its relevance to medicine

· An appreciation of the operational philosophy and service delivery components of key agencies working in the areas of social action, social justice and advocacy

· An understanding of the “whole person”, and in particular the social and economic context of health and illness

These issues are addressed in various teaching and learning activities across the entire curriculum however, the CPP provides the opportunity for students to gain experience in their practical impacts.

Placements are undertaken in various community health, welfare, government and educational bodies with experienced staff members supervising the learning experiences of students.  

At the commencement of the placement a learning agreement is developed.  This agreement incorporates three components:

· A personal goal for the student

· A supervisor goal

· An organisation contributory goal, 80% of which will be a health promotion project

The program also provides a valuable opportunity for medical students to work in multidisciplinary teams early in their training.  This provides them with exposure to the scope, skills and expertise of the community health and welfare workforce.
Further information regarding the program can be found on the Monash University website.

