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Rural directions for a better
state of health

Released 2005
e Discussion paper 2007
e Update 2009

Maternity services

e 43 health services providing birthing services in rural
Victoria

e 85 percent rural births occur in the 17 largest
services (81 percent in 2000; 75 percent in 1993)

Policy Objectives

v Supports good health as well as treatment of
illness

v Patient focussed

v Coordinated within areas, with collaboration
between services and providers

v'Emphasis on primary health and care in the
community

v Flexible ... to respond to the diversity of care needs

Summary

e Complex environment
e Rural health services - resilient and innovative

e Policy - planned and developed as a system; locally
connected and coordinated; supporting wellness and
treatment




