Regional Student Placement Coordination Project for Community Health 

In late 2007 an initiative to improve the capacity of Community Health Services to increase their student placement numbers commenced through funding provided by the Primary Health and the Service and Workforce Planning Branches of the Department of Human Services. Upper Hume Community Health Service and Doutta Galla Community Health Service have been selected to develop a sub-regional student placement coordination model, able to be replicated in other areas. The development of closer partnerships and more robust relationships between neighbouring Community Health Services, universities and TAFE colleges will be crucial to the success of the project. 

This is the first stage (from October 2007 to June 2008) of a two-year project (completing in October 2009) to develop and implement a sustainable model to coordinate, improve and increase the number of high quality clinical student undergraduate placements in Community Health Services (CHSs) in a specified sub-region. First stage tasks include data collection on placement activity, developing solutions to identified barriers to placement expansion in CHSs, and exploring ways to reimburse CHS staff time for placement planning and supervision. 

Some of the additional benefits to be expected from the project are to highlight CHSs as sites for the conduct of academic research related to the role of Community Health within the Victorian healthcare system, to highlight the inter-disciplinary nature of Community Health work, and to increase the quality of clinical placements in CHSs in the designated areas.

For more information please phone Margie Powell on 9096 7926 or by email: margie.powell@dhs.vic.gov.au
